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tubes and higher stack heights). Upon
inquiring, Fairlight will ask you nicely to
provide some sizing data. You can either
fill out their online fit guide, input figures
from a professional bike fit, or take mea-
surements from a current bike of yours
that fits well. From there, they’ll give you a
couple of options for the best fit and make

recommendations for things like handlebar

width and stem length. Then you'll pick
which build kit you want (you can also
buy a frameset) and select from options
like dynamo lighting, wheels, and head-
set upgrades. As soon as you put down
your deposit, it’s off to the races. Fairlight
ships via DHL, which may as well be the
Millennium Falcon for parcel shipping.
The Faran I tested only took a few days to
get from the UK to my home office in Salt
Lake City. Upon arrival, the bike was pre-
built (with some disassembly for shipping)
with nary a loose bolt.

During my time with the Faran 2.5, I
treated it like my daily, do-everything bike:
I pedaled it on local paved roads and sin-

gletrack, group social rides around town, to
pubs and restaurants, and up and down the

canyon roads of the Wasatch Front. I even
rode the Faran on my seasonal pilgrimage
up Big Cottonwood Canyon to Brighton
Ski Resort. It’s a big early season ride with
an unending climb followed by a ripping
descent that, because of vehicles and rock-
fall, require you to be on your toes. Even
with the efficiency losses of flat pedals and
knobby tires, I felt fresh on the climb, and
on the descent the Faran was both stable
at speed and nimble when I needed to dart

e
La

around surprise detritus. Similarly, I had
a blast riding the Fairlight on some of the
mellower local singletrack trails in the foot-
hills. Charging down a rocky trail is a great
way to test for frame compliance!

Up to this point, I was enjoying my
time on the Faran, but it wasn’t quite

blowing my mind. In fact, it felt very,
very similar to my personal do-everything
steel bike, albeit with some nicer touches
in terms of fender and rack fitment.
Then I loaded it up for an overnight with
friends and discovered what really sets
this bike apart. Unloaded, the Faran felt
fast, springy, and comfortable, exactly
what you want from a nice steel bike, but
nothing you can’t get from a lot of other
brands (including my personal bike). But
with a full camping load? Simply put, the
Faran exhibited unmatched ride quality.
It still felt fast and springy, but the level
of compliance and comfort I experienced
was nothing short of remarkable. Not
only that, it felt even more stable at speed
and in corners. With the weight biased to
the front, I could take my hands off the
bar and confidently cruise along without
even thinking about making micro-adjust-
ments. Speeding down the canyon road,
there wasn’t a hint of wobble or wiggle.
It’s as if Fairlight created the perfect tour-
ing frame.

To what can we attribute this magical
ride quality? Fairlight claims a certain
amount of compliance from the ovalized
top tube, which is something I've seen
from a few other British bike brands.
Surely the bike’s geometry plays a role as
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well, especially the fork trail. If you're
familiar with randonneuring bikes,
you've likely heard the term “low trail.”
Without going too far into the weeds,
low-trail forks tend to feel twitchy
unloaded. Fairlight designed the
Faran with “mid-low trail,” meaning
the steering feels sharp and nimble
unloaded but, like a rando bike, settles
down when you've got some weight

on the fork. It’s a good balance, and I
think it has a lot to do with the Faran’s
stability when loaded up with camping
gear. I also think Fairlight found some
sorcery in its carefully chosen tubing
diameters and wall thicknesses. On its
website and in its documents, Fairlight
places a lot of emphasis on the tubing
it sources from UK-based Reynolds.
Whether it’s the tubing or the geome-
try or all of the above, the Faran’s ride
quality is pure witchcraft.

Dan Meyer is the Managing Editor of
Adventure Cyclist.
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Adventure Cycling Corporate Members

PLATINUM

CRUZBIKE

tr?psr'fe.
RESTRAP

aQBP

Anderson ZurMuehlen & Co. PC
Astral Cycling/Rolf Prima
The Champion Firm P.C.

Allen Law Firm, P.A.
Alter Exploration
Anderson Injury Lawyers
Bagen Law Accident Injury Lawyers
Battle Born Injury Lawyers
Club Ride
Felix Gonzalez Accident and Injury Law Firm
Great American Bike Tours
Hawk Law Group
Hensley Legal Group
Kisling, Nestico & Redick
Law Offices of Jay S. Knispel
Law Offices of Mathys & Schneid
Lopez Law Group Accident Injury Attorneys
M&Y Personal Injury Lawyers

(&) exodustravels

TITANIUM

TOMBIEWEED

SANDALS

NCOBLE

INVENTION

BIKEFLIGHTS

GOLD

TITANSTRAPS'

CARBON
" DRIVE

WATERFIELD

HADE IH BAM FRANCIECD

www.ifbags.com

SILVER

Joplin CVB
Serotta Cycling
Sinewave Cycles

Spurcycle
BRONZE

Marzzacco Niven & Associates
Mission Personal Injury Lawyers
Nadrich & Cohen Accident Injury Lawyers
Oresky & Associates, PLLC
Perenich, Caulfield, Avril & Noyes Personal Injury
Roman Austin Personal Injury Lawyers
Rosenfeld Injury Lawyers LLC
Schultz & Myers Personal Injury Lawyers
The Doan Law Firm
The Jeffcoat Firm Injury & Accident Lawyers
The Levin Firm
Tillmann Law Personal Injury Lawyers
Vashon Adventures
Visit Mississippi
Zavodnick & Lasky Personal Injury Lawyers

Adventure Cycling's business partners play a significant role in the success of our nonprofit
organization. Our Corporate Membership Program is designed to spotlight these key supporters.
Corporate Members are companies that believe in what we do and wish to provide additional assistance
through a higher level of support. These corporate membership funds go toward special projects

and the creation of new programs. To learn more about how your business can become a corporate
supporter of Adventure Cycling, go to adventurecycling.org/corporate or call 800.755.2453.



